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Roger Zilsi.i 15 no dove. He'’s a tough-minded intellectual who -served under
President Nemned ..x high posts in the State Dep"u'tx ent. He admired Ken- ' .

nedy's dip.om m,y, not because ,m.nmdy always made the right decisions but ' P
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wxcept, perhaps, during the first Cuban crisis—rigorous,
intellectual orocesses to reach them. In this excellent bools, Hilsman reviews
i »

critically the dinlomatic policies d‘n which Ke was himscli involved. He writes

with authority, ofiering fresh insights and information on crises ranging from
Cuba to Malaysia. But the casual reader will be forgiven for skipping to the
chapters on the crisis that re’dly conceris us most. Hilsman never quarrclcd
with the obiective of defeating the Victcong vebels, What horrifies him about thc
Victn:-.:‘-*c-" war is the sequence of mindless decisions, most of them taken since
Kennedy's death, whica seem aot only to precluGe suppression of the rebellion”

bui have managed, ai tiac same time, to alienate our aliics, reduce to rubble an
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